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Would you or your com-
pany consider  sponsoring 
the printing of this newslet-
ter?  Please call our office. 

Office Info: 
Monday—Friday 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 
814-466-2110 

814-466-2390 (fax) 
Website: 

www.tricountyhabitat.com 

E-mail: 
habitat@tricountyhabitat.com 

Greetings to my new Habitat Family!  
 
As some of you probably already know, my name is Christy Zabrodski and I 
am proud to be returning to State College to join the Tri-County Habitat for 
Humanity team as the Development Director!   
 
Let me start by giving you a little information about myself.  I was born and 
raised just outside Philadelphia and spent most of my school years in Lans-
dale, PA so admittedly I am an Eagles fan.  I got the football bug however 
right here with JoePa and the Nittany Lions.  I am honored to have graduated 
from Penn State in 2003 with a bachelor’s degree in Psychology.  I began 
my involvement with Habitat for Humanity several years ago as a student 
volunteer.  I was then elected to serve as the Secretary for Penn State Habitat 
my second year with the organization to be followed by a term as Executive 
Director.  During my time with PSUHFH the first student build house was 
completed in Port Matilda.  While graduation may be the high-point of any 
other student’s collegiate experience I found that my favorite college memo-
ries often involve Habitat.   
 
After two long years away from State College I was offered the position of 
Development Director with TCHFH and officially joined the team on Au-
gust 29th.   While I’m still getting settled into 
both my office and my new apartment I hope 
to be up and running full speed very soon.  I 
hope that I have the opportunity to meet you 
in the coming weeks and months.  Please feel 
free to e-mail me at anytime at 
christy@tricountyhabitat.com - I’m always 
looking for new and fresh ideas!   
 
Peace,  
Christy 

TCHFH President Lam Hood presents 
Colby and Joshua Walk with their Sweat 

Equity Certificate of Completion. 

cate for their required completion of 
350 hours of sweat equity they put 
in on their home.  The Walks were 
also presented with a quilt made by-
Habitat volunteer, Doug Marme, to 
brighten their new home.  The Rev-
erend Tracie Bullis from the First 
Presbyterian Church in Philipsburg 
dedicated the Walk home. 

Colby is employed at 
Krentzman Supply Company in 
State College as a Regional Sales 
Manager.  Joshua attends Philips-

Sunny skies on August 28th 
set the tone for the dedication of 
Tri-County Habitat for Humanity’s 
38th home.  The fourth home on the 
six-lot subdivision in Philipsburg 
was finally ready and the new 
homeowners, Colby and Joshua 
Walk, arrived with a truck full of 
their belongings ready to move in.   

TCHFH President Lam 
Hood was on hand to welcome eve-
ryone and present Colby and Joshua 
with their “Sweat Equity” Certifi-

burg-Osceola High School and enjoys 
playing baseball.   
               Tri-County Habitat for Human-
ity would like to thank the countless vol-
unteers who helped to build this well-
deserving family their home and the fol-
lowing co-sponsors for their financial 
contributions:  Wells Fargo Housing 
Foundation; Centre County Community 
Foundation; and Citizens Bank.  Other 
contributors to the house were M&T 
Bank; PNC Bank; Sovereign Bank; and 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.   
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Lam Hood…………….....President 
Ken Blythe…………Vice President 
Dennis Sheehan………….Treasurer 
Beth Walker………….…..Secretary 
Linda Hanley……....Asst. Secretary 

 
Peter Bennett              Chris Bradley 
Barbara Faulkner         Donna Fetter 
Edward Galus                     Jim Hoy 
Joe Krabill                          Ken Kulp 
Drew Pearsall             Randy Reeder 
Tim Schoonover      Dorothea Stitzer            

Nancy VanLandingham 
Eric Fisher—PSU Representative 

Ken Kulp………...………...Building 
Donna Fetter……....Family Selection 
Barbara Faulkner…...Family Support   
Dorothea Stitzer…..Partner Relations 
Lam Hood…….….…..Site Selection 
Peter Bennett……...………..ReStore 

 
 

Thomas Mesko….Executive Director 
Christy Zabrodski...Development Dir 
Deborah McGinley…Office Manager 
Dennis Nearhood…..Field Supervisor 

Habitat Happenings is published 
quarterly by Tri-County Habitat  

for Humanity 
Jeanne Mesko, Editor 

Send letters, address changes, and  
inquiries to: 

Tri-County Habitat for Humanity 
Attn:  Habitat Happenings 

305 N. Church Street 
Boalsburg, PA  16827 
Phone: 814-466-2110 
Fax:  814-466-2390 

E-mail:  habitat@tricountyhabitat.
com 

The official registration and financial informa-
tion for Tri-County Habitat for Humanity of 
Central PA, Inc. may be obtained from the 

Pennsylvania Department of State by calling 
toll-free within Pennsylvania,  

1-800-732-0999 
Registration does not imply endorsement. 

TCHFH  
Board Members 

TCHFH  
Committee Chairs 

TCHFH Staff 

Habitat Happenings 
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Tri-County Habitat for Humanity of Central Pennsylvania, Inc. is 
pleased to announce that Impact Technologies has become a co-
sponsor for one of our building projects.  Impact Technologies 
has committed to make a $5,000 contribution to Tri-County Habi-
tat for Humanity.  In addition to providing partial funding for a 
house they also provided volunteers to work on the house.  Em-
ployees from Impact Technologies worked four Saturdays this 
summer.   
 
Impact Technologies is a high-tech engineering consulting and 
health management system development firm that is dedicated to 
supplying advanced machinery diagnostic and prognostic solu-
tions and software tools in the aircraft, land-based equipment, 
power, nuclear and defense industries.  Impact possesses a strong 
vision of the value and future in both impacting the country and 
the local community.  As first year co-sponsor and volunteers, 
Impact Technologies is committed to supporting Habitat’s vision 
of providing homes for those in need.   
 

Tom Mesko, TCHFH Executive Director accepts a $5000 
check from Impact Technology employees, (L to R) Karah 

Donovan, Mark Redding and Carl Byington 
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TCHFH continues to collect used ink cartridges for recycling.  
You can drop off used cartridges at The Frame Factory, 426  
Westerly Parkway or the Habitat office from 8:30 to 4:30, M-F.  
If you have 10 or more we can arrange to have them picked up, 
please give us a call.  Thanks for your efforts and support. 
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Hooray for the kids!!  During the week of July 

10th, the Pleasant Gap United Methodist Church Bible 
School raised $1078.15 for TCHFH.  With a target of 
$650, lots of prayer and Habitat for Humanity as the 
mission for the week, the children far exceeded their 
original goal.    

As the preschool and elementary school aged 
children spent the week on a Serengeti Trek, “where 
kids are WILD about God,” they learned several bible 
stories, made cool crafts, ate awesome snacks and 
played great games.   Each night they learned a little 
about Habitat and rallied for a great cause.  After each 
nightly total was announced, a wall was erected on a 
miniature “Habitat” house, built by church member 
Dave Witherite.  On the last night of Bible School, af-
ter the final total was announced, the roof was put on 
the house and cheers could be heard throughout the 
church.   

Habitat for Humanity has its own bible school 
curriculum called Under Construction.  If your church 
is interested in presenting the Habitat bible school cur-
riculum next year, please give the TCHFH office a 
call. 

Some of the outstanding fundraisers! 
Rylee Butler, Emma Mesko and Mackenzie Basalla 
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The Penn State Habitat for Humanity 
Campus Chapter presented Tri-County 
Habitat for Humanity with a check for 
$40,000. This check will be used for a 
house the students are building.   
 
This is the second house the student 
chapter will build for TCHFH. They 
built a house in 2003 in Port Matilda, 
which is now home to Chris & Jody 
Emel and their children. The second 
house is being built at 307 4th Street 
Philipsburg.  The students have spent 
the last year and half raising these funds. 
They have done numerous fund-raisers 
and have put in a lot of sweat with their 
Rent-A-Worker program. If you are in 
need of help around your house for odd 
jobs call the TCHFH office and we will 
give you the contact information for the 
Rent-A-Worker program.  
 
Over the summer TCHFH was busy pre-
paring the site on 4th Street so that when 
the students returned construction on the 
house could begin. This house will be 
built entirely by the students with mini-
mal help. The only help that will be 
given to the students is when it comes to 
connecting the electric and plumbing, 
and our Field Supervisor will be avail-
able to the students.   
 
This is a great undertaking by the stu-
dents, and TCHFH is blessed to have 
such an energetic group of young people 
to work with. In preparing for this build 
the students have been volunteering on 
other builds to sharpen their skills.   
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As one of the nation's leading mortgage 
lenders, we at Wells Fargo Home Mort-
gage know a great deal about making 
home ownership dreams come true. And, 
while we help finance one of every 8 
homes annually in the United States, 
there are so many more families we want 
to help. 

Since it was established in 1993, the-
Wells Fargo Housing Foundation has 
teamed up with Habitat for Humanity to 
create low-income homeownership 
opportunities. During that time, the 
Housing Foundation has contributed 
more than $25.5 million towards loans 
and grants, more than 92,000 volunteers, 
more than 3.2 million volunteer hours 
and have built 1,500 homes in the past 11 
years.  

Over the last 6 years, the local State Col-
lege Wells Fargo branch has donated 
over $175,000 to Tri-County Habitat for 
Humanity for homes built here in Centre 
County.  

Wells Fargo would like to thank the 

Realtors that have volunteered their time 
at the Habitat sites. We ask for your con-
tinued help.  Wells Fargo will donate 
$2,500 for every group of 10 volunteers, 
up to $ 25,000 per house. If you are inter-
ested in organizing a group of volunteers 
please contact the local Wells Fargo 
branch at (814) 238-4100 or Tom Mesko 
at Tri-County Habitat for Humanity at 
(814) 466-2110. 
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The same day many of the Penn State students moved into their new homes for the current school 
year, another group began construction on the chapter’s second student built home.  A core group 
from the chapter’s Board of Directors began the construction on the home and trained to lead larger 
groups of students in the coming weeks.  The students plan to work every Saturday and other free 
days during the week to ensure construction will be complete before they leave in Spring 2006. 
 
The students are building a two story, three-bedroom home in Philipsburg about two blocks away 
from the last group of homes Tri County built.  The house replaces one torn down by Tri County 
last spring. 
 
During the year groups from clubs at Penn State along with students from the Campus Chapter of 
Habitat will work on the home.  A member of the chapter’s Board of Directors is managing the pro-
ject.   
 
While working on their second home plans are underway for a third.  The students will continue to 
fundraise throughout the year to raise money for their next home sponsorship.  
 
Look for future updates on the construction in upcoming newsletters.  

Impact Technologies employees help build walls for one of the homes at the 
Habitat worksite in the Philipsburg sub-division. 

Tri-County Habitat for Humanity of Central Pennsylvania, Inc. has just received from its outside independent accounting 
firm Seligman, Friedman & Company, P.C., Certified Public Accountants & Consultants, its Independent Auditors’ Re-
port, accompanying the Statements of Financial Position as of December 31, 2004 and 2003, and the related Statements of 
Activities and Changes in Net Assets, Schedules of Contributions and Donations, and Fundtional Expenses, and State-
ments of Cash Flows for the years then ended.  Anyone wishing to inspect thest Financial Statements may do so by con-
tacting our office. 
 
Edward R. Galus, Certified Public Accountant 
Chairman, Finance Committee 
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MYTH:  You have to be a Christian to be-
come a Habitat homeowner. 
 
TRUTH:  Habitat for Humanity was founded as 
and unashamedly remains a Christian ministry.  
Homeowners are chosen without regard to creed, 
however, both in keeping with requirements of 
the law and Habitat’s belief that God’s love ex-
tends to all—regardless of race, creed, or nation-
ality.  We also welcome volunteers from all 
faiths—or no faith—who can actively embrace 
Habitat’s goal of eliminating poverty housing 
from the world. 

MYTH:  Habitat houses allow people 
to move from poverty to fancy new 
houses. 
 
TRUTH:  Any newly built house is going 
to be a dramatic change for a family that 
has been living in a shack, hut or run-
down apartment.  But Habitat houses are 
not extravagant by any standard.  Habi-
tat’s philosophy is to build simple, decent 
houses.  Under house-design criteria ap-
proved by HFHI’s board of directors, liv-
ing space in a three-bedroom house, for 
example, is not to exceed 1,050 square 
feet.  The average cost in the United 
States of a three-bedroom Habitat house 
is just over $40,000. 


